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they are used fresh from the stove or
fireplace. Very heavy soils are not
well suited for asparagus but, if well
drained, can be improved by adding
large quantities of limestone and
even hard coal cinders or sand to the
soil anS mixing them thoroughly. If
manure is available, it should be
mixed with the soil to a depth of at
least 18 inches. If good, partially
decomposed compost is available, it
will help to give the plants a quick
start. Fertilizer need not be applied
until the plants are well established,
and then they should be fed with a
liquid fertilizer.

CULTURAL DIRECTIONS: There are
several ways in which an asparagus
planting can be made. The method
depends on the time of the year that
the bed is planned. The quickest
method is to buy roots from a grower
and set them in the soil as early in
the spring as possible. A i oo-f oot row
containing 50 plants or an 8 X 25
foot bed will give sufficient asparagus
for the average family and leave
some to can. The best arrangement
is to plant a row along one side of
the garden, between the flower and
vegetable gardens where the summer
brush of the asparagus will make a
very effective background for the
flower garden, or in some out-of-the-
way place where it will least interfere
with soil-preparation practices in the
other part of the garden.

The first operation is to dig a
trench in the previously prepared
soil. This trench should be 10 inches
deep in the lighter types of soil and
8 inches deep in the heavier soils.
After the trench is dug 5 pounds of
pulverized limestone and one pound
of superphosphate should be spread
along the bottom of the furrow,

where it should be thoroughly mixed
with the soil. Then the roots of the
asparagus plants should be spread
out and placed on a small mound
not over an inch high in such a way
that the flesh roots are spread and
the buds or the crown are on top.
These crowns are placed two feet
apart, so that 50 plants will occupy a
loo-foot row. Then the roots are
covered with two inches of soil. As
the plants become established, more
soil is gradually filled in around the
plants to keep the weeds from grow-
ing. All the soil is finally filled in by
the middle of August. To fill in the
soil too soon may kill the plants.
Such a row, once established* will
last for many years if properly cared
for.

Roots can also be set closer to-
gether in the row, but such crowd-
ing shortens the usefulness of the
bed and causes the spears to become
spindly. A bed may be established by
digging four parallel trenches two
feet apart from center to center. The
roots are then set in the adjacent
rows so that the plants are staggered
in the bed. A bed established in this
manner requires much hand weed-
ing.

There are times when it is im-
possible to get one-year-old roots or
roots of any kind. In this case it is
necessary to grow the roots from
seed. One method is to plant a small
packet of seed in a row in the garden.
The best assurance of good roots is
to plant the seed in several flower
pots in late winter and keep them in
a warm place until the seed germi-
nates. This requires from two to
three weeks. Then the pots should
be set in a window where the plants
will get as much sunlight as possible.
As soon as the soil can be worked in